15" Sunday in Ordinary Time Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne

Matthew 13:1-23 Blessed are your ears
Today and in the coming Sundays we will hear the parables from Matthew 13. Parables
are more of an experience than just a story with a hidden meaning, they are the great
wisdom teachings of Jesus. They demand an alertness from us, speaking to our hearts
through what is said, and often through what is left unsaid. Parables do not end once we
are finished hearing them. They stay with us, often leaving us with unanswered
questions that invite us to ponder and reflect on our own experiences; parables awaken
our senses.
Today’s Gospel is in three parts: the parable Jesus taught, an explanation on why Jesus
teaches in parables (probably added later), and an explanation of the parable of the sower
(definitely added later). The parable itself is well known and concerns seeds, where they
land and what happens to them. We might take note of the seeds as representing God’s
Word and the effects it has, or does not have, on us. What makes the difference in the
parable is the type of soil the seed lands on and how suitable it is for growth to take
place. Let us consider our hearts the soil for a moment: how open are we to receiving
seeds that may be planted there? Any decent gardener will know that good soil is key in
order to cultivate anything. Soil is basically rock that has been broken down by various
forces such as wind, rain, freezing and thawing. It can be too acidic, or it can be too
alkaline. Good soil needs lots of air and water and some manure; it needs to be tended to
and prepared. We too are weathered down by various forces in our lives, which can
either close us down and harden our hearts or can open us up and help us to grow into
greater awareness. How ready are our hearts for sowing? The disciple is one who hears
the word and understands it, and it bears fruit.
Copyright © Triona Doherty & Jane Mellett, 2022. The Deep End. A Journey with the
Sunday Gospels in the Year of Matthew.

“The soil is the great connector of lives, the source and destination of all. It is the healer
and restorer and resurrector, by which disease passes into health, age into youth, death to
life. Without proper care for it we can have no community, because without proper care
for it we can have no life. - Wendell Berry
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RATHVILLY KILTEGAN PARISH

NEWSLETTER
St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock
Sat/Sun, 11" & 12% July  15% Sunday in Ordinary Time

Recent Deaths: P.J. Kelly, Ricketstown
Bridget Fitzpatrick, nee Flanagan, Abbeyleix, formerly the Furniture Store, Rathvilly

ANNIVERSARY MASSES

Sat/Sun, 11" & 12" July
Cicely Hanford, Ballyoliver
Bernadette & James Fanning, Williamstown

Sat/Sun, 18" & 19" July
Eileen Donoghue, Ballyoliver

Eithne Molloy, Rathvilly
Jim Haberlin, Ballybit Big

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
PLEASE NOTE: Rathvilly/Kiltegan — 051 350725

Parish Office — Mon-Fri: 10 am — 1 pm - 059 9161114
Email: office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie = Website: www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Local Safeguarding Reps: Mary Phelan Elizabeth Austin ~ David Carton
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Ms Ailish Higgins Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Saturday, 11" July — Mass at 6.00 p.m.

Reader: Fiona Kane.

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN
Sunday, 19" July— Mass at 9.30 a.m.

Reader: Conor O’Leary.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY
Monday, Tuesday & Friday — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — Adoration each Friday at 4 — 6 p.m.

CEMETERY MASSES 2026
Tinneclash Cemetery this Sunday, 12" July at 7 p.m.
Rathvilly Cemetery on Sunday, 2" August at 11 a.m.

PARKING FOR TINNECLLASH CEMETERY MASS

Parking in field opposite Jim & Margaret Harmon’s house. Limited parking in
Graveyard so please give yourself time to walk back down.

Stewards to manage parking and road is required please be there for 6.30 p.m.
Please don’t leave this to 2 or 3 people as it’s for the benefit of every family in the
Parish. Thanks to the Harmon family for the use of their land to park safely.

FR JOHN BYRNE — GOLDEN JUBILEE

John Byrne of Maplestown was ordained in June 1976 for the archdiocese of
Westminster. He is also marking his Golden Jubilee.

He will celebrate the Morning Mass in Rathvilly on Wed 22 July at 9.30 a.m.
Hopefully those who knew him will attend.
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WEEKEND COLLECTIONS — 4" & 5% July

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €374.39 Envelopes €537.70

Kiltegan: Offertory €44.05 Envelopes €263.75

PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 8™ July, 2026 No Jackpot winner of 10,000

Numbers: 07-11-24-27. 33 Match 3 numbers get €31.00 each.

One local match three winner this week.

Winner — Hazel Burgess. Promoter — Rathvilly Post Office

Next draw on Wednesday, 15" July. Jackpot €11,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.

Catholic Grandparents Association — July Faith Café

This month Bishop Denis will speak on the theme: “From Ministry to Mission.” This
is not simply a challenge to be met, but one of the greatest pastoral opportunities
before our Church. The question is not only how we minister to older people, but
how our parishes can recognise, encourage and support their gifts, wisdom and faith
— so that they may continue their own mission of service and hope.

The Faith Café takes place via zoom on Tuesday 14" July at 7.30pm, please register
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/Qrlb7zGUQlaK{fOcaS2ftk A#/registration

Catholic Grandparents Association — National Pilgrimage to Knock

Takes place on the World Day for Grandparents and the Elderly on Sunday 26" July.
Commencing at 2.30pm with the Anointing of the Sick, chief celebrant is Archbishop
Eamon Martin. Celebrate the 25" National Grandparents Pilgrimage and the Golden
Jubilee of the Knock Basilica with a memorable, faith filled day of prayer,
thanksgiving and blessing for grandparents, the elderly and all families.

TRACTOR RUN

Tractors and Vintage Cars — in aid of St Mary’s Church, Rathvilly, The Lalor, Centre
Baltinglass & The Baltinglass Rectory Fund takes place on Sunday, 12% July at

2 p.m. at Hamilton Farm, Ballykillduff, Tobinstown R93 X012 Registration 1 p.m.

RATHVILLY TENNIS CLUB

Membership now due. Family (2 adults & 2 children) €30
Single Adult over 18 yrs €10  Junior Membership 6 yrs — 16 €5.
Open Evening — Come play tennis each Wednesday in July 7.30 — 9 p.m.
Try the game — meet some members — no experience needed

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB

Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 6-10-13-14
Match 3 win or share €150

Amanda Dempsey Bough 6-7-10-13
Next draw 14 July 2026 Jackpot €8,700

On Line winner

THE IRISH CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER — €3.50 Please put money in Shrine Box

RATHVILLY HERITAGE INTEREST GROUP — FUNDRAISER

Social Dance & Jive with The Davitt Brothers Band this Saturday, 11%" July in
Germaines, Baltinglass 9pm — 12 am. Tickets €10 available from Centre Rathvilly,
at the door and on Eventbrite. All welcome — Bring your friends. Please support.

Youth 2000 Summer Festival | 13th—16th August

Calling all young people aged 16-35! Join us at the Youth 2000 Summer Festival in
Newbridge College, Co. Kildare. This is a donation-only event, with free buses
available across the country and all meals included.

Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Youth Mass, music, prayer, and plenty of
opportunities to chill out and meet other young Catholics. Whether you are new to
the faith or looking to be refreshed, all are welcome.

To register or find out more, visit youth2000.ie or follow @Y outh2000Ireland.

SLANEY ROVERS A.F.C.

There was one outright winner on the Slaney Rovers Lotto of €6.600. The winning
numbers were 5-6-10-16, that proved to be the lucky ones for Sue Molloy, Rathvilly.
Promoter Martin Molloy collects €50 as the promoter of the winning ticket, Well
done to Sue. Next week's draw will start back at €2,500.

Reminder - The 47th. AGM of Slaney Rovers AFC - will take place in the Harp
Lounge on Wednesday, July 15" at 8pm. All members, intending members and
supporters are invited to attend.

Funding opportunity for Tidy Towns and Community Groups across Carlow
Carlow County Council, in partnership with IPB Insurance, has announced the
launch of the Local Environmental Action Fund (LEAF), a new initiative aimed at
supporting community led climate action and environmental improvement projects
across the county.

The fund will provide grants ranging from €2,000 to €10,000 to support projects that
focus on biodiversity, climate action, and environmental enhancement.

The initiative is designed to empower local communities to take practical steps in
addressing environmental challenges and improving their local areas.

Applications are open to Tidy Towns groups and voluntary community organisations
registered with the Carlow Public Participation Network (PPN).

Groups are also encouraged to collaborate with local schools, clubs, and other
organisations to strengthen their proposals and broaden community impact.
Applications open on Tuesday 14™ July and close at on Monday 3™ August.

Further details available on www.carlow.ie or carlow.ie/environment/climate-
action/climate-action-initiatives

If you want to learn more about the fund and how to apply? Join our online
information webinar:

Wednesday, 15" July @ 7pm. Just email climate(@carlowcoco.ie to receive the link.
For queries email climate@carlowcoco.ie or call Jenny on 059-91 36231
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