21* Sunday in Ordinary Time Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne
Matthew 16:13-20 Burning question

At certain stages in life, we can lose our way. A business person who starts out with a
great idea can become focused only on profit and lose sight of their passion. A politician
who was once idealistic becomes disillusioned. A teacher, under pressure to deliver
results, loses their enthusiasm for the subject. We all have times when we get jaded, or
bogged down with trivial concerns, and we forget why we do what we do. Our Christian
community too can lose its way. The Church has not always lived up to its momentous
responsibility to communicate God’s love to the world.
Today’s Gospel encourages us to reflect on our Church and its mission. Jesus’ reference
to “the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven™ is often interpreted, in Catholic circles at least, as
a reference to the origins of the Church (and the papacy). But notice what Jesus asks Peter
before he hands over the metaphorical ‘keys’: “But who do you say that I am?” This
burning question gets to the heart of the Gospel. The word “but” is crucial: Jesus is not
asking the disciples what they have heard about him from others or what they understand
intellectually from their time with him. He is asking them: do you really know me?

Simon Peter immediately and confidently answers, “You are the Massiah, the Son
of the living God.” Jesus responds with affirmation and renames him Peter, a play on the
Greek word ‘petra’, meaning rock. This brings to mind the earlier parable about those
who built their houses on rock (Mt 7:24-27) representing those who not only hear Jesus’
words but act on them. A thread running through Matthew’s Gospel is that knowing and
believing is not enough. Good intentions are not enough. Everything we do, both as
individual disciples but in particular as Church, should stem from the burning question of
today’s Gospel: “But who do you say that [ am?”
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“Christ asks for a home in your soul, where he can be at rest with you, where you and he,
alone together, can laugh and be silent and be delighted with one another.
- Caryll Houselander
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St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock

Sat/Sun, 22" & 23" August 21%t Sunday in Ordinary Time

Months Mind Mass: Jimmy Dowling, Knocklishen this Sat/Sun, 22/23 August
ANNIVERSARY MASSES

Sat/Sun, 22" & 237 August
Peadar Nolan, Kevin Barry Road — 1% Anniversary
George Faulkner, Rathdaniel

Sat/Sun, 29" & 30" August
Months Mind Mass: Catherine (Chrissy) Deering, Patrickswell on Sat. 29" August

ANNIVERSARY MASSES
Fr Bernard Ryan, former Parish Priest
Mary Hanlon, Rathvilly
Declan O’Toole, Bough

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
PLEASE NOTE: Rathvilly/Kiltegan — 051 350725

Parish Office — Mon-Fri: 10 am — 1 pm - 059 9161114
Email: office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie = Website: www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Local Safeguarding Reps: Mary Phelan Elizabeth Austin ~ David Carton
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Ms Ailish Higgins Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Sunday, 23" August — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN
Sunday, 30" August — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY
Communion Service — Monday & Wednesday at 9.30 a.m.
Friday — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — Adoration each Friday at 4 — 6 p.m.

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS - 15" & 16™ August

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €235.70 Envelopes €679.30

Kiltegan: Offertory €85.50 Envelopes €273.20

PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 19" August, 2026 No Jackpot winner of 16,000

Numbers: 16-20-22-24. 9 Match 3 numbers get €112.00 each.

No local match three winner this week.

Next draw on Wednesday, 26" August. Jackpot €17,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.

Reader: Muireann Gartland.

Reader: Mary Kelly, Feddan.
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K&L EUCHARISTIC ADORATION PRAYER DAY

"Peace I leave you; My peace I give you" John 14:27.

Find peace in a day of Prayer and Adoration. K&L Eucharistic Adoration
Committee invites you to join us with Most Rev. Bishop Denis Nulty,

Fr Ruairi O Domhnaill, Ms Margaret Brennan & Guest Speakers Ms Una Allen and
Ms Mary Connolly. Location: Mount St. Anne's, Portarlington. (R32 WN59)

Date: Sat.29th Aug. 9.30am - 4.00pm. Concludes with Holy Mass 3pm
Refreshments on arrival - Lunch 12.30-1.15. Cost €25.00

Booking Essential. Call or Text with name and number of companions

Barbara Kinsella 0861637311

SEASON OF CREATION 2026 — 1% September — 4™ October

The Season of Creation (also called Creationtide) is an annual global and ecumenical
Christian celebration. It takes place from September 1 to October 4. During this time,
believers join together to pray, reflect, and take action to protect the natural
environment and care for the Earth.

Future generations will never forgive us if we miss the opportunity to protect our
common home. We have inherited a garden; we must not leave a desert for our
children.” Joint statement from Pope Francis, the Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Archbishop Justin Welby of Canterbury.

This year’s theme, “Living Water”, explores Ezekiel 47:9 and 12 as a powerful
biblical vision of hope and ecological healing. Set amid exile and loss, the image of
living water flowing from God’s sanctuary reveals divine healing that renews land,
water, biodiversity, and human responsibility towards the whole creation.

“Swarms of living creatures will live wherever the river flows. There will be large
numbers of fish, because this water flows there and makes the salt water fresh; so
where the river flows everything will live. [...] Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on
both banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every
month they will bear fruit, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their
fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing.” (Ezek 47:9,12)

You can find further resources on the international Season of Creation

website: www.seasonofcreation.org

SUPPORT RATHVILLY TIDY TOWNS

Rathvilly Tidy Towns volunteers work throughout the year to keep our village
looking its best. Donations are always greatly appreciated and help us with flowers,
planting, maintenance and other projects around the village. Donations can be made
**any Thursday** to the Rathvilly Tidy Towns account at Rathvilly Credit Union.
Every donation, large or small, makes a difference. Thank you for supporting
Rathvilly Tidy Towns and helping to keep our village looking beautiful!

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 25th August_St. Fiacc's Hall @ 8.30pm
Jackpot on 42 numbers €1090 Double number €670 Lotto €2,950 Bonus Ball €2,250

RATHVILLY HERITAGE INTEREST GROUP

‘The Slaney Sessions’ — for Culture Night on Friday, 18™ September in Lawlor’s
Function Room from 7.30 — 9.30 p.m. Featuring 3 talented local acts —

Katie Phelan singer/songwriter; Paige Fox singer/songwriter; [vor Rampersaud and
Anthony Burrows; plus Art Exhibition. This evening will include a mixed media Art
Exhibition by six local artists. Live Music — Local Art — Community. Adm Free.

SLANEY ROVERS A.F.C.

Lotto Results: No Jackpot Winner. Winning numbers were 6-19-28-30
Bridget Cassells c/o Seller 2-19-28-30 Breda Keogh
Promoter's prize €20 was won by Laura Kavanagh.

Next draw Aug.25 Jackpot €3,100. Thank you for all your support.

SCHOOLHOUSE AND RATHVILLY GAA

Together we will host a 24hr Walkathon from 4pm on Friday the 4th September.
All proceeds raised will go towards schoolhouse building and the proposed sports
facility. Sponsorship Cards are in circulation. Please support.

Fr McEvoy is a Leader and would like if people could Sponsor him and join him
walking from 12 Midnight to 1 a.m. — thank you.

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB

Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 22-24-25-30
Match 3 win or share €150. 5 Lucky dips.
Cherril Donovan Roscommon

Brendan Murphy Phelan St.

Gillian Curran Woodgrove

Charlotte Quirke Baltinglass

Tony Kelly Tankardstown

Next draw 25 Aug. 2026 Jackpot €9,300

CLEANER AVAILABLE — MORNINGS ONLY Phone Kate 086 8671926

On Line winner
On Line winner
Helen Deering
Bingo winner
Post Office

LIBRARY NEWS

Summerstars Reading Challenge for Primary School Children has commenced in all
Carlow Library branches and will continue until 31st August, there’s still time to call
in and get your free Summerstars Activity Book & Monster Sticker, enter the weekly
prize draws & enter the mega prize at the end of the Summer! There’s nothing to lose
only lots of books to choose!

SummerStars Event — Puppet Portal — Make your own Puppet! In Tullow Library
on Tuesday 25" August. Share your creations through our live portal!! Drop in
anytime from 2pm to 4pm to Tullow Library, No Booking Required — Children must
be supervised by Parent/Guardian.

Singing For Wellbeing starting back in Carlow Library Wednesday 2nd September,
11.30am to 12.30pm, Email library@carlowcoco.ie or phone 059 9129705 to join up!



https://www.seasonofcreation.org/
mailto:library@carlowcoco.ie

