24" Sunday in Ordinary Time Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne

Matthew 18:21-35

We continue to read from Matthew 18 on the virtues that are essential for the Christian
community, and today's parable deals with forgiveness. Peter is told to forgive seventy
times seven, a number which represents infinity, that is, endless forgiveness. God’s
grace and mercy is abundant, and we are called to extend that grace and mercy to
others. The vision which is unfolding in Matthew’s Gospel emphasises restoring
relationships and wholeness within the community and this usually involves a change
in perspective. As Christian communities today, we are certainty faced with a new
question: what does restoration and wholeness look like in an era of ecological
breakdown?

During this Season of Creation can we admit to ourselves that our relationship
with God’s creation is fractured? Coming into this awareness is a painful process. It
means awakening to the realities of the loss of biodiversity, the fact that we are spewing
millions of tons of harmful greenhouse gases into the thin shell of our atmosphere, the
destruction of the great forests, the pollution of our oceans and rivers with plastic, the
degradation of the soil and wetlands, our ‘throwaway culture’. All of these things cause
us great distress, and we feel it on a level that we are not even aware of. Our turning
around begins by sitting in this painful awareness of what is and, like the slaves in the
parable today who ‘saw what had happened’ and ‘were greatly distressed’, we are
called to respond to what we see. Beginning to see the need for reconciliation with
God, with our sisters and brothers who are suffering, and with creation which cries out
to us is the first step on this journey of ecological conversion. “For we know that things
can change” (Laudato Si’, 13).

Copyright © Triona Doherty & Jane Mellett, 2022. The Deep End. A Journey with the
Sunday Gospels in the Year of Matthew.

Turning around

ALL MASSES AND PRAYERS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.rathvillyKilteganparish.ie/our-parish/webcam Radio 104.3 FM
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RATHVILLY KILTEGAN PARISH

NEWSLETTER
St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock

Sat/Sun, 12t & 13t September 24% Sunday in Ordinary Time

Recent Death: William Kane, Dublin, father in law to Fiona Kane.

ANNIVERSARY MASSES

Sat/Sun, 12" & 13" September
Deceased members of the Bray and Sheedy Families Joseph Plant, Rahill
Terry O’Brien, Collins Park Jim Breen, Waterstown
Edward, Ellen & Margaret Carson, Rathmore Sean Kehoe, Mount Lucas
Peter Kelly, Waterstown & deceased family members Kate Bulmer, Waterstown
Kathleen & Bob Myers, Bough Pa Cole, Rathdaniel
Seamie Doyle, Rathdaniel & Mansfield Joe Kelly, Knockboy

Sat/Sun, 19" & 20" September
Agnes & James Byrne, Ballybit
Tom O’Grady, Rathmore & Australia

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
PLEASE NOTE: Rathvilly/Kiltegan — 051 350725

Parish Office — Mon-Fri: 10 am — 1 pm - 059 9161114
Email: office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie =~ Website: www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Local Safeguarding Reps: Mary Phelan Elizabeth Austin ~ David Carton
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Ms Ailish Higgins Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN

Sunday, 13" September — Mass at 9.30 a.m. Reader: Mary Kelly, Feddan.
Kilranalagh Cemetery Mass takes place in Talbotstown Church on Sunday,

27" September at 9.30 a.m.

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Saturday, 19" September— Mass at 6.00 p.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY
Tuesday & Wednesday - Communion Service at 9.30 a.m.
Thursday & Friday — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — Adoration each Friday at 3 — 6 p.m.

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS - 5" & 6" September

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €335.75 Envelopes €451.20

Kiltegan: Offertory €117.50 Envelopes €308.00

SACRAMENTS 2027

Information Meeting for all parents of children receiving their First Holy
Communion & Confirmation from the four Schools in the Parish takes place
on Thursday, 17" September at 8.00 p.m. in St. Patrick’s Church, Rathvilly.

THE IRISH CATHOLIC
From 1% October the price of The Irish Catholic will rise by 30 cent to €3.80.

Reader: Fiona Kane.
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PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 9" September, 2026 No Jackpot winner of 11,000

Numbers: 02-13-23-25. 5 Match 3 numbers get €200.00 each.

No local match three winner this week.

Next draw on Wednesday, 16" September. Jackpot €12,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.

SEASON OF CREATION 2026

Each year from September 1 to October 4, the Christian family unites for this world
wide celebration of prayer and action to protect our common home.

See www.seasonofcreation.org

Sli an Chroi, St Patrick's Kiltegan — Autumn Grace Retreat

This weekend retreat offers an opportunity to look back on the year and on the
journey of our lives, in the gentle light of God's grace. Through guided reflection,
prayer, silence, time nature and shared conversation.

Friday 18" September to Sunday 20™ September, price €315 including
accommodation and meals. Enquires to Michele Sinnott, slianchroi@spms.ie or
phone 089 4690508.

RATHVILLY HERITAGE INTEREST GROUP

‘The Slaney Sessions’ — for Culture Night on Friday, 18" September in Lawlor’s
Function Room from 7.30 — 9.30 p.m. Featuring 3 talented local acts —

Katie Phelan singer/songwriter; Paige Fox singer/songwriter; Ivor Rampersaud and
Anthony Burrows; plus Art Exhibition. This evening will include a mixed media Art
Exhibition by six local artists. Live Music — Local Art — Community. Adm Free.

JOB VACANCY — ACCORD CL.G EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Accord CLG is seeking an Executive Director who will be the chief executive officer
of Accord CLG and be responsible for providing strategic and operational leadership
across the organisation. The deadline for applications is 12 noon on Monday,

28 September 2026. For more information, visit
www.forvismazars.com/ie/en/executiverecruitment

THANK YOU

On behalf of Irish Dogs for the Disabled I would sincerely like to thank everyone
who supported the session in Lawlor’s Pub on Friday, 4" September. Thank you to
all the talented musicians and singers who provided a remarkable night’s
entertainment. A special thanks to James and Cathy for the venue and light
refreshments and sincere appreciation to Richard Willoughby who was MC and
provided the sound system. Thank you to all who donated prizes which raised €1050
which will help towards the renovation costs of a new DFD Training Facility in
Cork. If you would like to donate directly to DFD please use their link on their
website: dogsfordisabled.ie Thank you, Colette and her Deputy Jasper and Martin
with his Assistant Pepsi.

CARLOW ALZHEIMER'S ANNUAL MEMORY WALK

for Alzheimer's Society Bethany House Carlow will take place on:
Sunday 20th September, 2026 in Oak Park Forest Park at 11 a.m.
Register at www.memorywalk.ie Honouring the people we love together

JUNIOR FOROIGE CLUB
Junior Foroige restarts on Friday, 18" September at 6.00 p.m. in Bigstone Hall.
New members welcome.

Worldwide Marriage Encounter is a Catholic movement, now formally recognised
by the Holy See — its Statutes were approved by the Vatican on 11 March 2026 in
the presence of Cardinal Kevin Farrell. For over fifty years, Marriage Encounter
Weekends have helped thousands of couples across Ireland and the world to deepen
their relationship with each other and with God, through the gift of communication,
renewed commitment, and shared faith. This is truly a weekend like no other.
Weekend Details: Venue: Focolare Centre, Curryhills, Prosperous, Co. Kildare
Friday 2nd — Sunday 4th October 2026. Arrival: Friday from 7:00 p.m., programme
concludes Sunday approx. 4:30 p.m. Register: www.marriageencounter.ie

OPEN EVENING & BOOK FAIR

Bigstone National School will hold their Open Evening and Book Fair on Tuesday
29" September from 7:00 to 8:00pm. Prospective parents and their children are
warmly welcome to come along and visit our school and browse the shelves!
Further information may be found on: www.bigstonens.ie. or by phoning the school
on 059 9161171 or by email to office(@bigstonens.ie.

SLANEY ROVERS A.E.C.

Lotto numbers drawn on Tuesday 8th. September were 22-23-24-30

Pat Kehoe, St. Patrick's Park 21-23-24-30 Peg Kehoe

Promoter's prize €20 was won by Rathvilly Post Office.

Next draw 15" September 2026. Jackpot €3,400. Thank you for all your support.

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB
Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 16-21-22-25
Match 3 win or share €150. 5 Lucky dips
Patrick McGuirk Ricketstown

On Line winner

Paul Crook On Line winner
Kara, Pippa, Phoebe Nolan Ballon On Line winner
Mary McNamara Coole Bingo winner

Jonee O'Connor
Next Draw 15 Sept. 2026  Jackpot €9,600

CLEANER AVAILABLE — MORNINGS ONLY_ Phone Kate 086 8671926.

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS — The Irish Cancer Society
For more information and to become a volunteer driver, please contact Monica or
Emily at volunteer@irishcancer.ie

Bingo winner
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