18" Sunday in Ordinary Time Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne

Matthew 14:13-21 A kingdom feast

Today’s Gospel introduces us to a helpless crowd who have been following Jesus all day.
They are ‘running on empty’ and probably wouldn’t welcome the suggestion that they hike
to the nearest village to buy food. Jesus feels for them. Whereas the disciples see their
small offering — just five loves and two fish — as ‘nothing’, he sees potential. As a result,
the crowds are more than satisfied. We all have times when we’re physically or
emotionally exhausted and feel we have nothing left to give, whether it’s time, money,
energy, or even love. When we think of all the suffering in the world, we feel helpless;
whatever assistance we can give will never be enough. But God sees what we have to
offer, blesses and multiplies it. When we move away from an ‘every person for
themselves’ mentality, miraculous things occur.

The humanity of Jesus in the opening verses is touching. Having learnt of the
death of John the Baptist, he attempts to withdraw by himself. But the crowds, and their
needs, catch up with him. Compassion takes over and he presses on with his mission,
giving himself thoroughly to the people and urging the disciples to do the same: “You give
them something to eat.” No one is to be abandoned, no one left behind. This is a ‘kingdom
feast’ in every sense. It unites past, present and future, recalling God’s provision of manna
in the desert (Ex 16) and foreshadowing the Last Supper (Mt 26:26-29). It is a practical
provision of an inclusive and fulfilling meal, while also anticipating heavenly or
‘Messianic’ feast. The kingdom values of compassion, self-giving and community shine
through. Perhaps these are every bit as miraculous as the multiplication of the loves and
fish.

Copyright ©Triona Doherty & Jane Mellett, 2022. The Deep End, A Journey with the
Sunday Gospels in the Year of Matthew.

“When I hear bread breaking, I see something else; it seems almost as tough God never
meant us to do anything else. So beautiful a sound, the crust breaks up like manna and
falls all over everything, and then we eat. — Daniel Berrigan

RATHVILLY KILTEGAN PARISH

NEWSLETTER
St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock

Sat/Sun, 15t & 2" August 18" Sunday in Ordinary Time

Recent Deaths: Jimmy Dowling, Knocklishen ~ James (Jimmy) Doyle, Kiltegan
Msgr Tom Coonan PE CC Funeral Mass on Monday in Killeigh at 12 Noon
Benson Byrne, Ballinacarrig, Carlow, brother of Dermot Byrne, Broughillstown
James Sibbald Moran who died on 16™ July in Delmar, New York State

Months Mind Mass: P.J. Kelly, Ricketstown this Sat/Sun, 1%t & 2™ August

ANNIVERSARY MASSES
Sat/Sun, 1% & 2" August
Jim Byrne, Rathvilly & Askea — 1% Anniversary
Sean & Marie Doyle, The Moate
Rose & Hugh Foley, St. Patrick’s Park
Kevin & Margaret Curry, New Road, Ballyoliver
Bridget & John Joe Keogh, St. Patrick’s Park
Paddy Kelly, Ballyhackett

Peter Deegan, Carnew
Brendan O’Grady, Rathmore
James Doyle, Rathdaniel
Mary Doyle, Knockavagh
Lena Watt nee McGuirk
Lester Watt

Friday, 7" August at 9.30 a.m.
Sean Byrne & his son Declan Byrne Eileen & James Byrne
Maureen & Bridget & Neil Byrne

Sat/Sun, 8" & 9" August

Josephine Doyle, Slaney Bank Bridget Gahan, Lisnavagh

ALL MASSES AND PRAYERS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.rathvillyKilteganparish.ie/our-parish/webcam Radio 104.3 FM

THE IRISH CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER - €3.50 Please put money in Shrine Box

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
PLEASE NOTE: Rathvilly/Kiltegan — 051 350725

Parish Office — Mon-Fri: 10 am — 1 pm - 059 9161114
Email: office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie =~ Website: www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Local Safeguarding Reps: Mary Phelan Elizabeth Austin ~ David Carton
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Ms Ailish Higgins Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN
Sunday, 2" August — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Sunday, 9™ August — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday — Mass at 9.30 a.m.
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION — Adoration each Friday at 4 — 6 p.m.
RATHVILLY CEMETERY MASS - this Sunday, 2™ August at 11 a.m.

PARISH HOUSEBOUND VISIT FOR AUGUST
Kiltegan Area Wednesday, 5™ August 2-5 pm
Rathvilly Area Friday, 7™ August 2 — 5 pm

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS — 25" & 26™ July

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €418.95 Envelopes €448.60

Kiltegan: Offertory €215.80 Envelopes €345.00

Reader: Breedh Murphy.

Reader: Veronica Byrne.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The family of the late P.J. Kelly, Ricketstown who passed away on July 6 would
like to express our sincere thanks to those who sympathised with us on our sad loss.
We greatly appreciate people who travelled very long journeys to the wake and
funeral. Our sincere thanks to Dr Ronan Gallagher and his team, also to the Palliative
Care team at Carlow District Hospital for their wonderful care and love they
provided for P.J. during his illness. Thanks to the lovely helpful staff at Rathvilly
Pharmacy. Thanks to Monsignor McEvoy and Deacon Liam Dunne for their visits to
P.J. both at home and in the Hospital, to Halligan Undertakers for their
professionalism and kindness.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

FR JOHN BYRNE — GOLDEN JUBILEE

A big 'thank you' to Msgr. John McEvoy for allowing me to celebrate my Jubilee
Mass in St. Patrick's, Rathvilly. It was a very special occasion for me. It brought back
fond memories of my life growing up and my first Mass. Thanks to everyone who
took part in the Mass and to the choir who lifted our spirits. The food and drinks
afterwards were amazing, thanks to all who organised this.

Thank you for your card and greetings and your gifts and for all that you did to make
it so special. I am deeply grateful and humbled by your warm welcome and
generosity. St. Patrick's, Rathvilly and everyone who came to the celebration will
always be in my thoughts and prayers. May God reward you all. Fr. John Byrne.

PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 29 July, 2026 No Jackpot winner of 13,000

Numbers: 12-18-20-27. 14 Match 3 numbers get €72.00 each.

Three local match three winners this week.

Winner — Bridie McCarney. Promoter — Rathvilly Post Office.

Winner - Patrick Halligan. Promoter — Angela Byrne.

Winner — Peg Faulkner. Promoter — Trish Leonard.

Next draw on Wednesday, 5™ August. Jackpot €14,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.

K&L EUCHARISTIC ADORATION PRAYER DAY

"Peace I leave you, My peace I give you" John 14:27.

Find peace in a day of Prayer and Adoration. K&L Eucharistic Adoration
Committee invites you to join us with Most Rev. Bishop Denis Nulty,

Fr Ruairi O Domhnaill, Ms Margaret Brennan & Guest Speakers Ms Una Allen and
Ms Mary Connolly. Location: Mount St. Anne's, Portarlington. (R32 WN59)

Date: Sat.29th Aug. 9.30am - 4.00pm. Concludes with Holy Mass 3pm
Refreshments on arrival - Lunch 12.30-1.15. Cost €25.00

Booking Essential. Call or Text with name and number of companions

Barbara Kinsella 0861637311

CLEANER AVAILABLE — MORNINGS ONLY_ Phone Kate 086 8671926

DELANY ARCHIVE HERITAGE WEEK LECTURE

The Delany Archive welcomes Dr Niamh NicGhabhann Coleman for a Heritage
Week lecture on "Catholic Churches and Chapels Before and After Emancipation”,
including examples from Churches in the Diocese of Kildare & Leighlin. The lecture
will be held at Carlow College, St Patrick's (R93 A003) on 18 August at 7.00 pm.
All are welcome. Admission is free of charge and no booking is required. Further
event details are available at www.heritageweek.ie

Dr NicGhabhann Coleman is an Associate Professor in the School of History and
Geography at the University of Limerick and is currently researching a book on the
development of Catholic architecture in Ireland between the 1820s and 1930s.

SCHOOLHOUSE AND RATHVILLY GAA

Together we will host a 24hr Walkathon from 4pm on Friday the 4th September.
All proceeds raised will go towards schoolhouse building and the proposed sports
facility. We wish to invite you along to our launch night on Thursday 6th of August
at 8pm in Lawlors Bar where both sets of plans will be on display.

SLANEY ROVERS A.F.C.

Lotto Results: No Jackpot Winner. Winning numbers were 8-11-19-26
Michelle Byrne, Woodgrove Avenue 8-11-19-28 Anthony Byrne
Promoter's prize €20 was won by Gabriel Deering, Patrickswell, Rathvilly.
Next draw 4th. Aug. 2026 Jackpot €2,800. Thank you for all your support.

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB

Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 5-7-15-26
Match 3 win or share €150

Aoife O'Dwyer Rathvilly

Tracy Bucky Fr. Flood Ave. 5-7-8-26
Next draw 4 Aug 2026 Jackpot € 9,000

TENNIS CAMP RATHVILLY TENNIS CLUB
Ages 5to 15yr 4™ -7M Aug  Cost €45 Contact Helen 0861675663  All
equipment provided. Register on link tinyurl.com/carlowparkstennis

On Line winner
Post Office

Donoughmore Fete (Glen of Imaal) - Monday, 3 August

Donoughmore and Donard Parish will host their annual Fete on Monday, 3 August (Bank
Holiday Monday) at Donoughmore from 2pm — 5pm. The event will include the usual stalls
and activities that have been part of this great social occasion for many years including Cakes
and Home Produce, Plants, Books, Toys, White Elephant. Free entertainment for children
with ‘Magic Martha’ (Balloon Modelling, Face Painting and Magic!). Children’s Novelty
Races. Horse and Carriage Rides. Bowls, Hoopla, Hit the Can, Toss the Wellie and more.
Mini Auction (a very popular event). Afternoon Teas and Crepe Stall.

A Super Raffle with great cash prizes to be won. All are very welcome to our fun family
afternoon. Admission: Children Free. Adults €3. Parking, on site, is still Free. A big thank
you to the sponsors of this year’s Raffle Prizes.

Email donoughmoredonardparish@gmail.com for further information.
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