The Baptism of Jesus Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne
Gospel — Matthew 3:13-17 The Great Turning

Full of conviction, passion and righteous anger, John the Baptist pleads with the people to
turn around and ‘prepare the way’ (3:3). Yet, in today’s Gospel we meet a different John.
He is surprised to see that Jesus has arrived to be baptized by him and fells unworthy of
such a task. Jesus explains to John that this is a necessary signal at the beginning of his
ministry, a public statement of identity. It is also more than that. In Jesus’ first spoken
words in Matthew’s Gospel he says this baptism is ‘to fulfil all righteousness’, and here
we have the central theme of Matthew’s Gospel announced. In the Old Testament,
‘righteousness’ literally means right relationship. It is not solely focused on an individual’s
repentance but refers to the turning around of God’s people, a collective turning towards
restoration and justice across the land. Jesus at the Jordan stands with God’s people, in
solidarity yes, but also in his full human experience, in his living, suffering, dying, and in
the making of straighter paths. Jesus is baptized in the Jordan, because he is modelling the
way for humanity as we strive for ‘righteousness’ in our community and in the
complexities that life brings for each of us.

We are not short of situations in our world which require people to turn around
and walk a new path. The environmental crisis is one example, calling the entire human
species to wake up and walk an entirely different path in order to ensure a sustainable
future for all. This requires a collective turning, what authors Joanna Macy and Chris
Johnson call ‘The Great Turning’. They describe our current situation as one where we
are living through three realities at once: ‘Business as Usual’ (measuring progress by
economic growth), ‘The Great Unravelling’ (the destruction of our only home in order to
achieve economic growth), and ‘The Great Turning. This Great Turning is the global
awaking, the ecological revolution that is underway and which must be fully embraced if
we are to being healing to our world.
© Triona Doherty & Jane Mellet, 2022. A4 Journey with the Sunday Gospels in the Year of
Matthew. (Dublin: Messenger Publications 2022).

“In the past, changing the self and changing the world were often regarded as separate
endeavours and viewed in either-or-terms. But in the story of the Great Turning, they are
recognised as mutually reinforcing and essential to one another.

- Joanna Macey & Chris Johnson.
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NEWSLETTER
St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock

Sat/Sun, 10" & 11" January 2026 The Baptism of the Lord

Recent Deaths: Tony Ryan, Monavothe, Jim Doyle, Knockavagh,
Philomena Donegan nee Kavanagh, Tynock.

ANNIVERSARY MASSES

Sat/Sun, 10" & 11" January
Peter Smith, 6 St. Patrick’s Park
Patrick & Mary McNevin, Raheendaw
William Smith, Monavothe
Mary Higgins nee Foley, Collins Park
Olive & Tom Griffin, Kevin Barry Road

Sat/Sun, 17" & 18" January
Frances Faulkner, Collins Park
Kathleen Faulkner, St. Patrick’s Park
Bill Gahan, 18 Collins Park
Jim Kearns, Rathvilly
Cindy Garside, St. Patrick’s Park
Vera Lawlor, Rathvilly
Christopher Lawlor, Rathvilly
William Lawlor, Rathvilly
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CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Saturday, 10" January — Mass at 6.00 p.m.

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN
Sunday, 18" January — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY MASSES
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday — 9.30 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - each Friday 3 — 6 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CRIB

The Crib will remain open until 1% February. Donations from this year’s Christmas
Crib will be given to the Children’s Cancer Appeal.

To date we have a total of €505.05 — thank you.

BURIAL OF ASHES

In Loving Memory of Evan Fitzgerald, his Ashes will be laid to Rest at Tinnaclash
New Cemetery, Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow this Sunday, 11" January at 2 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

Reader — Conor O’Leary.

Reader — Breedh Murphy.



http://www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie/our-parish/webcam
mailto:office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie
http://www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie/
http://www.kandle.ie/

THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD

This Sunday, 11th January is the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. At Mass we will
remember all the children baptised during 2025. Families are invited to attend Mass
in Tynock Church this Saturday, 10th January at 6 p.m. & Rathvilly Church this
Sunday, 11th January at 11 am. There will be a special blessing for the children.
Baptismal Certificates will be available after Mass.

SPECIAL MASSES FOR SACRAMENTS 2026

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Rathmore/Rathvilly NS Sunday, 18" January at 11a.m.
Talbotstown/Tynock NS Sunday, 25" January in Tynock Church at 9.30a.m.

CONFIRMATION
Rathmore/Rathvilly NS Saturday, 17" January at 7.30 p.m.
Talbotstown/Tynock NS Sunday, 18" January in Talbotstown Church at 9.30 a.m.

Baptism of Our Lord — what does it mean to say, 'l am baptised'?
With the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord we mark the end of the Christmas season,
as on Monday we begin Ordinary Time. Jesus' baptism was a significant moment in
the life of Jesus — a moment that led to a new beginning as Jesus began his public
ministry on earth. Reflecting on Jesus' baptism might also be a good time to reflect
on our own baptism. Baptism marks for us a new beginning. It is not so much that we
were baptised, but rather, that we are baptised. What difference does that make to
who we are in the world? What does it mean practically and spiritually for you to
say, 'l am baptised'? What might it mean?

Synod conversations in Ireland and across the world highlighted the huge importance
of baptism. The preparatory document for the 2025 pre-synodal national assembly
offers a short reflection paper, by Fr Liam Bergin, outlining a fresh understanding of
baptism. It can be read at www.synod.ie

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS 3" & 4™ January

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €257.99 Envelopes €541.00
Kiltegan: Offertory €62.40 Envelopes €333.00

PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 7" January 2026 No Jackpot winner of €10,000

Numbers: 03-06-25-26. 12 Match 3 numbers get €84.00 each.

No local match three winner this week.

Next draw on Wednesday, 14" January. Jackpot €11,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.
Thank you to our parishioners for supporting the Lotto.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 13th January St. Fiacc’s Hall @ 8pm
Jackpot on 48 numbers €3300 Double number €460 Lotto € 1400 Bonus Ball €700

RATHMORE NATIONAL SCHOOL
Quiz night and raffle in aid of Rathmore NS in Lawlor’s Rathvilly on Saturday
24" January 2026 at 8.30 p.m. Cost: €40 per team of 4.

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT WEEKEND

Catholic Marriage Encounter in Ireland, Dates: 20 -22 March 2026
Venue: "St Marys" Knock, Co. Mayo. A WEEKEND LIKE NO OTHER.
Online: www.marriageencounter.ie

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB
Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 5-6-26-29
Match 3 win or share €150 5 Lucky dips.
Deidre Horgan Ballyoliver

Egle Useckaite Farrell Rathvilly

Orla Hanlon Ballyraggan

On Line winner
On Line winner
On Line winner

Brid Smith Ballyhackett Post Office
Conor Doyle Knockavagh A. Doyle
Next draw 13 Jan. 2026 Jackpot €6,100

SLANEY ROVERS A.F.C.

Lotto Results: No Jackpot Winner. Winning numbers were §-11-15-24

Angela Cox, Rathvilly Brennan's Centra
Tommy Kirwan c¢/o Laura Kavanagh Laura Kavanagh
Lorraine Kelly, Woodgrove Avenue Martin Timmons
Mary Donegan, Mount Neill Post Office

Isla and Molly c/o Mary Byrne Brian Curran
Promoter's prize €20 was won by Rathvilly Post Office.

Next draw 13%, January 2026 Jackpot €4,100. Thank you for all your support.

IRISH GROUP GRINDS — JUNIOR & LEAVING CERT

Experienced teachers offering Irish group grinds for Junior Cycle and Leaving
Certificate students. Focus on exam skills, confidence, and understanding. Limited
spaces available. For more information, call or message 085 206 7077.

BASIC DIGITAL SKILLS FOR BEGINNERS

Tullow Library Mondays from 1:30pm to 3:30pm - 12, 19, 26 Jan, 9, 16, 23 Feb
Did you get a new smartphone, tablet or laptop for Christmas? Want to get more
from it? Want to get more confident using the Internet - email, motor tax renewal,
passport applications, banking etc? Want to learn how to navigate all of this safely
and securely? Or maybe you know somebody else who does?

Sign up for this FREE 6-week course in association with KCETB. Your own device
is required to take part. For more info: Drop in to Tullow Library or 059 913 6299.

CHURCH RADIQ The frequency on the Church Radio has changed to 108 FM.

THE IRISH CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER — €3.50 Please put money in Shrine Box.
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