4" Sunday in Ordinary Time Deacon: Rev. Liam Dunne
Gospel — Matthew 5:1-12 An alternate wisdom

Today we read and hear from the opening verses of Matthew’s most famous passage, ‘The
Sermon on the Mount’, and it is here that the Good News of Jesus Christ unfolds. The
Beatitudes are at the heart of Jesus’ teaching, yet it is unfortunate that we hear so little
about them. The Beatitudes are far from a box-tick exercise in order to receive God’s love.
On the contrary, they speak a language of grace. They do not condemn, rather they give
us a glimpse of a life that is lived out of the call to love God and neighbor, spoken in a way
that motivates rather than criticises. While the first part of each beatitude speaks about the
present and is rooted in human experience, the second part invites us to contemplate what
is to come. The Beatitudes are not idealizing some future utopia either but are lived and
experienced in the here and now. It sounds like a paradox or a riddle, but here we are
lovingly invited to grow into what the beatitudes praise. This is what a real metanoia (a
turning around) looks like. As the Sermon on the Mount unfolds, we are invited into whole
relationships, with God, with our loved ones, even with our enemies! The Beatitudes are
a predisposition for what follows. Like a compass, they orient us towards restoration. The
first beatitude sets the scene for everything that follows:  “Blessed are the poor in spirit
for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven'.

This beatitude, ironically, praises spiritual poverty or emptiness and invites us to
gentle examine our inner attitude and attachments. Then we might be more open to receive
God’s grace into our hearts. The reward is not necessarily referring to the afterlife. The
Kingdom of Heaven is a state of being that can be experienced in the here and now. The
Beatitudes promise comfort, greater awareness and intimacy with God. Through the
Beatitudes, Jesus blesses those that this world crushes: the meek, the peacemakers, those
who are persecuted. The Beatitudes turn the world upside down with their dramatic
reversals and are the essence of the in-breaking Kingdom of Heaven.

© Triona Doherty & Jane Mellet, 2022. A Journey with the Sunday Gospels in the Year
of Matthew. (Dublin: Messenger Publications 2022).

“Jesus embodied the highest level of enlightenment. He spent his brief adult life describing
it, teaching it, and pressing it onto future generations. Jesus intended to save the world by
showing others the path to God-consciousness. Deepak Chopra

RATHVILLY KILTEGAN PARISH

NEWSLETTER
St. Brigid’s St. Patrick’s The Assumption
Talbotstown Rathvilly Tynock

Sat/Sun, 31t Jan & 1%t Feb, 2026 4™ Sunday in Ordinary Time

Recent Death: Noeleen Smith nee Doyle, Blanchardstown and formerly Kiltegan

ANNIVERSARY MASSES
Sat/Sun, 315t Jan/1%t Feb
Ned Byrne, Knockavagh — 1% Anniversary
Sean Bolger, Rathvilly
Brendan Paisley, Rathvilly & deceased family members
Kathleen Eta Moore nee Healy
Thomas Keegan, Ballyoliver & deceased family members
Philip Kavanagh, Broughillstown
Tom Bolger, Ballybit
Anthony Keogh, St. Patrick’s Park

Sat/Sun, 7" & 8" February

Months Mind Mass: Jim Doyle, Knockavagh on Saturday, 7" February
Months Mind Mass: Tony Ryan, Monavothe on Sunday, 8" February

ANNIVERSARY MASSES
Michael Ryan, Drimnagh Adrian Byrne, Fr. Cullen Tce.
Agnes Byrne, Garretstown Bridie Doyle, Tankardstown
Kathleen & George Faulkner, St. Patrick’s Park
Willian, Kieran, Thomas & Michael Byrne, 16 Ballyoliver

ALL MASSES AND PRAYERS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE
www.rathvillyKilteganparish.ie/our-parish/webcam Radio 108 FM

ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY
PLEASE NOTE: Rathvilly/Kiltegan - 083 4888149

Parish Office — Mon-Fri: 10 am — 1 pm - 059 9161114
Email: office@rathvillykilteganparish.ie = Website: www.rathvillykilteganparish.ie
Registered Charity Number 20015848
Diocesan Website: www.kandle.ie
Local Safeguarding Reps: Mary Phelan Elizabeth Austin  David Carton
Diocesan Director of Safeguarding: Ms Ailish Higgins Email: safeguarding@kandle.ie

ST. BRIGID’S CHURCH, TALBOTSTOWN
Sunday, 1 February — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, TYNOCK
Sunday, 8" February— Mass at 9.30 a.m.

ST. PATRICK’S CHURCH, RATHVILLY MASSES

Monday, 2" February — Presentation of the Lord -Candlemas Day. Mass 11a.m.
with the Blessing of Candles. Donation of Candles for Church use is very welcome
or Blessed Candles can be taken home or you might like to receive a Blessed Candle.
Tuesday, 3" February — Feast of St Blaise. Blessing of Throats at 9.30 am Mass.
Evening Prayer with Blessing of Throats at 7.00 p.m.

Wednesday & Friday — Mass at 9.30 a.m.

PARISH HOUSEBOUND VISIT FOR FEBRUARY —

Kiltegan Area Wednesday, 4™ February 2-5 pm

Rathvilly Area Friday, 6™ February 2 — 5 pm

If you or a relative would like a visit please contact the Parish Office.

Reader — Joe O’Brien.

Reader — Fiona Kane.
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EUCHARISTIC ADORATION - each Friday 3 — 6 p.m.

ANOINTING OF THE SICK in conjunction with the Feast of our Lady of Lourdes
takes place on Saturday, 14™ February at 11 a.m. in St. Patrick’s Church, Rathvilly

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION & CONFIRMATION SPECIAL MASSES
First Holy Communion - Rathmore & Rathvilly NS - Sunday, 8" February at 11 a.m.
Confirmation — Rathmore & Rathvilly NS — Saturday, 7" February at 7.30 p.m.

CHRISTMAS CRIB

The Crib will close this Sunday, 1*' February. Donations from this year’s Christmas
Crib will be given to the Children’s Cancer Appeal. To date €918.03 was collected.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to this special appeal for Children’s Cancer.

WEEKEND COLLECTIONS 24" & 25™ January

We thank all our parishioners who contribute to the weekly Collections.
Rathvilly: Offertory €391.66 Envelopes €709.60
Kiltegan: Offertory €220.64 Envelopes €447.30

PARISH LOTTO (Kildare & Leighlin Co-Op Lotto Draw)

Results from 28% January 2026 One Jackpot winner of €13,000

John Coughlan, Clonbullogue. Promoter — Sadie Wyer.

Numbers: 04-11-19-21. 59 Match 3 numbers get €17.00 each.

One local match three winner this week.

Winner — Tom Clarke. Promoter — Fr McEvoy.

Next draw on Wednesday, 4" February. Jackpot €10,000.

The draw takes place each Wednesday at 4 p.m. in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise.
PARISH LOTTO IS OUR ONLY FUNDRAISER FOR THE YEAR

The minimum jackpot is €10,000 each week and this rises by increments of €1,000
weekly to a maximum of €20,000 if the jackpot is not won. There is also a €1,000
prize fund each week divided by match 3 winners even when the jackpot is won.
You can join for 6 months for €50 or 12 months for €100 by paying online to
Rathvilly Parish A/C. Contact the office for bank details and choose your numbers.
Thank you to our parishioners for supporting the Lotto.

Lenten Morning of Prayer and Reflection will be held in Teach Bhride, Tullow
on Saturday, February 21st, 2026--beginning at 10:00am — finishing with lunch at
1:00pm. Facilitators: Brigidine Sisters--- Teresa Phelan & Teresa Carter. RSVP by
calling 089 970 5761 or 083 392 8708 by Thursday, February 19th. 15.00 fee.

RAINBOWS CARLOW

Now has a new email and phone number to contact Carlow Rainbows.
rainbows.carlowtown@gmail.com and 087 1256199

The Spring term of peer support groups commences on Mon 23rd Feb, at 4.30pm in
Askea Parish Centre.

New facilitators to help with facilitating groups are always welcome and support is
provided please get in touch if you would be interesting in volunteering with us.

Invitation to Kildare and Leighlin Parishioners: Baptised and Sent in Lent -
Exploring the Lenten Sunday Gospels

Our diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation and Diocesan Synod Committee are
inviting parishes, groups and individuals to make this new, short series a centre piece of
their Lenten journey this year. Can you give one hour a week, for five weeks, to join with
others to reflect on the Sunday Gospel and its links to what it means to be baptised, as
well as its links to some of the pastoral priorities that have emerged in synod
conversations in our diocese and beyond? Would you like to find out more about being
part of, or even running this series locally?

An INFORMATION SESSION will take place in Newbridge Parish Centre on Tuesday,
3rd February. Tea/coffee available from 7 pm. Information session starts promptly at
7:30 pm- 9:00 pm. Registration essential through fds@kandle.ie

If you would prefer to attend via zoom, please email fds@kandle.ie to request a zoom
registration link.

RATHVILLY NATIONAL SCHOOL — Draw Results

€100 — Keith Langlet c/o John Kehoe Promoter — Jamie Kehoe.

€50 — Sue Kelly. Promoter — Lilly Kelly.

€20 — Sharon Sibbald. Promoter — Eireann Sibbald Nolan.
€20 — Mia Walsh, Ballyhackett. Promoter — Sadie Smith.
Promoters Prize €20 — Cooper O’Brien.

RATHVILLY GAA CLUB
Lotto Results: No Jackpot winner. Numbers drawn 4-6-18-24
Match 3 win or share €150. 5 Lucky Dips

Mayghan Doyle Carlow On Line winner
Murt & Jean Hennessy Carlow On Line winner
Marian Hand Ballybit On Line winner

Geraldine Doyle Collin's Pk.
Eithne O'Connor Waterstown
Next draw 3 Feb. 2026  Jackpot €6,400

SLANEY ROVERS A.F.C.

Lotto Results: No Jackpot Winner. Winning numbers were §-23-25-27
Patsy Coady, St. Patrick's Park 8-19-25-27 Peg Kehoe
Mag Smith, Fr. Cullen Terrace 4-8-23-27 Jenny Donegan
Promoter’s prize €20 was won by Jenny Donegan, Collins Park

Next draw 3. Feb. 2026. Jackpot €4,400. Thank you for all your support.

CARLOW INSTITUTE OPEN DAY: Thursday 12th February 2026,

10.00 am — 2.30 pm. Visit our webpage for details: https://carlowinstitute.ie/

This popular annual event is ideal for students, parents, and adult learners who are
considering a return to education or exploring new study options.

CHURCH RADIOQO The frequency on the Church Radio has changed to 108 FM.
THE IRISH CATHOLIC NEWSPAPER — €3.50 Please put money in Shrine Box

Brennan's Shop
Post Office
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